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having enquired by what appearance [it] is given notice of, I
find they pretend that bluish streams are seen in the air at
some distance advancing, which always they say accompany
the Semeil and are what infallibly suffocates, unless by the
precaution mentioned they can be avoided; but if this was
true, methinks the hint would be equally perceptible to others
as the Arabs, and the pretended means of security as easily
practised. However, their account is not altogether un-
natural, for that sulpher does the mischief is highly probable
and that the whole Semeil is not charged, from some in a
company being destroyed thereby, whilst others remain
unhurt; but that such sulpher is so apparent in bluish streams
as to be a timely notice for providing against, or that any
other hints precede the mischief so as to render it evitable,
I am not inclinable to believe, at least that such previous
notices are constant, for in such case the Semeil wind would
be little more dangerous than any other, which is contradicted
by the fatal accidents that have frequently happened to
travellers, who, exposing themselves in such a season, can
hardly be supposed to have suffered by either their ignorance
or negligence of what so nearly concern their welfare; and
as to their falling to the ground and covering when the danger
arrives, it seems a good expedient, because a man may escape
the first attack, and yet perish by longer continuing exposed.
The description of Bassora and the remarks occuring to
me during my residence are elsewhere mentioned, wherefore,
notwithstanding that paper has many uses and consequently
the greater quality [quantity?] I presented my friends might
be most esteemed, yet I beg leave to omit the repetition and
should here conclude; but considering the universal weakness
of & traveller is caring to manifest a peculiar capacity for
judging of men and things, and the world commonly good
natured enough to indulge them therein, I think myself
obliged to behave in character, and ere I finish, express a
due share of folly by making some remarks upon my fellow
land leapers [adventurers or vagabonds], with whom I had
occasion to be so long acquainted.
And first, their hospitality, with all imaginable care for